
September 2021   Newsletter No. 31 
From.... Comboyne, New South Wales 

Campbell Ramblings 
Keith & Elspeth Campbell 
Equipping translation work in Papua New Guinea 
 

Email:   keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au                                   blog:   http://campbellramblings.org 
 

Wycliffe Australia 
70 Graham Road 
Kangaroo Ground 3097 

 

 
  

Old hands & new faces...        
 

As noted in our July 26 blog – An open door – our visits with partner churches 

turned out to be a real ‘mixed bag’. We made a number of new connections, 

and were greatly encouraged to find so many folk faithfully keeping up to 

date through our blogs and newsletters, doing the ‘heavy lifting’ of persistent 

prayer for our ministry. 
 

It was encouraging also to be a part of a church community in Gladstone, 

particularly as during our first year of partnership building back in 2013 the 

church was without permanent ministry staff, and not in a position to 

effectively engage with new missionaries. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our time with the Bell & Cooranga North Presbyterian congregations was a 

real joy, as touring missionaries rarely get to spend an extended time in one 

place. Keith appreciated the opportunity to preach a three-talk series not 

specifically with a global mission focus, but on scriptural insights into the 

church – The church in decline; redefined; glorified. We also assisted the Bell 

congregation with setting up technology for replaying video sermons to give 

the elders some relief. 
 

Staying in the Bell manse also 

enabled us to engage with the 

local community in a number of 

ways. We joined in a gardeners 

group morning tea, and Elspeth 

was invited to weekly craft events  

at the local café, picking up some 

handy tips for future baby quilts!  

(refer page 3 for the works of her hands) 

 

 
 

Prayer points 
 

For I am the Lord your God, who stirs 

up the sea so that its waves roar— 

    the Lord Almighty is his name.  

I have put my words in your mouth 

and covered you with the shadow of 

my hand…                   Isaiah 51:15-16 
 

Ministry 

▪ Thankful for the joy Keith draws 

from preaching. So far, various 

talks have focused on prayer; the 

church; the Kingdom; and the 

work of God. 
 

▪ Praise God for sufficient financial 

support during our travels. Living 

in Australia differs from being in 

PNG, where we walk everywhere, 

dine on local market produce and 

supplement our supplies with 

home-grown banana and veggies. 
 

▪ Keep our future responsibilities 

on your prayer list – connecting 

with Wycliffe Australia in Victoria 

before December may be quite 

complicated. We hope that the 

Queensland situation will stabilise 

so we can visit Brisbane and the 

Sunshine Coast in January. 
 

▪ Pray for the work of Wycliffe in 

PNG. Staff shortages remain an 

ongoing issue, particularly in the 

area of finance management. 

 

Our church visiting schedule took us down a number of unforeseen paths, with several 

of our plans needing to be rearranged due to the looming cloud of travel restrictions. 

None of this was discomforting though, as we know One who promises to make our 

ways straight if we are content to sit under His authority. 

Gladstone church… COVID-19 style 

Our Bell church family 
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Camping out...        
 

In August we spent a weekend camping beside Callide Dam with the Biloela Presbyterian congregation. The nights were 

comfortably chilly…. until the bonfire gained momentum. Keith led the daily Bible talk times looking at the Kingdom of 

God from Matthew’s Gospel, with small groups breaking off for discussion. Chatting around cups of tea and shared 

meals gave us plenty of opportunities to share our mission experiences, and to get to know the church family. 
 

Please pray… for the Biloela church as they seek to engage their community with the gospel. 
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Quilts… 
Elspeth has enjoyed making some quilts for 
the impending birth of our first grandchild. 

 
 
Cooking… 
Elspeth enjoyed cooking with Hannah as we 
made some lemon curd, tomato relish, apple 
butter and orange marmalade. Too many 
oranges meant that a couple litres of 
squeezed orange juice were enjoyed by all 
and sundry. Another cook-up included 
passionfruit butter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Reunion… 
Beginning of September saw us spending one week in the South Burnett on a farm with Elspeth's siblings and 
spouses. Lots of talk and food with a warm fireplace made for some late nights. 
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How to partner with the Campbell’s.... 
At the Wycliffe Australia website wycliffe.org.au/member/keith-elspeth you will see links to receive our updates and 
send messages, and a link to our campbellramblings.org website to access blogs and newsletters. 
 

Below this is the tool to select a one-off gift or 
monthly support, with the [Give now] button to 
open a secure online payment screen. 
Alternatively, there are contact details for 
Wycliffe Australia in Victoria to arrange other 
support options. Thanks for thinking of us. 

Tent making & persuading… 
 

While staying with Hannah and Corey we are finding ways to make 
ourselves useful. Between Keith’s labouring jobs and Elspeth’s flair for 
cooking, we aim to provide the parents-to-be some breathing space to be 
ready for the big event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also connecting with the Comboyne community in any way we 
can, including attending the community church (below). Services are 
shared between several denominational groups on a week to week basis, 
and we hope to be an encouragement to the saints while in town.  
 

Prayer points 
 

Personal 

▪ Give thanks that the little one to 

be born next month is fully known 

by God. (Psalm 139:1,13) 
 

▪ Pray for the Christian community 

in Comboyne, that they be gospel 

focused in worship and in life. 
 

▪ Pray over the ongoing influence of 

COVID in regard to our future 

travel plans. We hoped to be in 

Victoria during November, then 

returning to SE Qld in January. 
 
 

Furlough plans – Oct to Dec 
 

▪ Helping Hannah & Corey in the 

leadup to the baby arriving 

▪ Connecting with the Christian 

communities in the local region at 

any opportunity 

▪ Meeting with Wycliffe Australia if 

the Victorian border opens up to 

NSW travellers 

▪ Spending Christmas in Comboyne 

with any family able to travel 

▪ Preparing to return to QLD for the 

visits we postponed due to COVID 

restrictions at the time 
 

 


