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Been there… not done that...        
 

At the close of our last newsletter published in March we were expectantly 
heading for Brisbane and two weeks’ quarantine, seeking prayer that we be 
accepting of whatever God brought our way. 
 

Thanks for praying, as it certainly posed challenges in many ways. Foremost was 
spending two weeks without fresh air and the only puff of wind coming from the 
ducted air-conditioning. Added to this, we were getting by in a very ‘low tech’ 
environment, with our laptop having died just prior to leaving PNG, and phones 
often not working effectively on arrival. The quarantine hotel wi-fi was struggling 
to service the influx of room-bound guests. By day three or four, we realised that 
being aggrieved at little inconveniences was not doing our souls any good at all. 
 

Day to day we played boardgames, extracted what reasonable content we could 
find on Netflix, and made plans for our impending freedom. It helped to focus on 
the reality that what we were enduring would make it possible for us to travel 
interstate to see family, or to enjoy a café meal in the days to come. 
 

Keith also took opportunities to have some fun when possible. Queensland 
Health staff would routinely call our room to check on our wellbeing. On one 
occasion they spoke with Elspeth first before asking for Keith. After a deliberate 
lengthy pause, Keith picked up the phone with a “Sorry…. I was just out mowing 
the lawn!” 
 

Worth the wait...        
 

The reunion in Maclean, NSW with Keith’s parents, siblings and some of the 
extended family was a blessing. As you can tell from the photo it was a bit chilly, 
but the fellowship was warm. 

Prayer points 
 

 What shall I return to the LORD 

    for all his goodness to me? 

 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

    and call on the name of the LORD 

Psalm 116:12-13 

Personal 

▪ We are thankful for memorable 

times with family, and that God 

has provided us with time home 

on furlough right when it is most 

needed. 
 

▪ Pray for a good outcome from 

various medical tests this June. 

We are hoping for some clear 

indication of a cause behind 

Keith’s joint pain from last year, 

even though it has now settled. 
 

▪ Pray for Hannah and Corey in 

their preparations for the birth in 

October. We are looking forward 

to some extended time helping 

them any way we can, and 

enjoying a new grandchild. 
 

▪ Praise God that Shawn has a new 

permanent role as a vet nurse, 

and that this is providing him 

with many valuable experiences. 

▪ Pray that we be diligent at 

keeping connected with God 

through our personal reading 

and prayer times. 

 

Being back in Australia is certainly a change of pace for us. So far, it has been a mix of 

family reunions and speaking engagements with churches, travelling over 4,500 

kilometers and sleeping in 11 different cities and towns. We will be maintaining this pace 

until late September, so the news will be coming thick and fast… Buckle in! 
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How to partner with the Campbell’s.... 
At the Wycliffe Australia website wycliffe.org.au/member/keith-elspeth you will see links to receive our updates and 
send messages, and a link to our campbellramblings.org website to access blogs and newsletters. 
 

Below this is the tool to select a one-off gift or 
monthly support, with the [Give now] button to 
open a secure online payment screen. 
Alternatively, there are contact details for 
Wycliffe Australia in Victoria to arrange other 
support options. Thanks for thinking of us. 

Stadiums and backyards… 
 

Now that we are back ‘on the hustings’ as it were, 
engaging with people about our mission life, it does 
require a fairly diverse approach. 
 

In our hometown of Townsville, we have spoken at 
several church services, mission dinners and 
breakfasts, and personal gatherings around brunch. 
Participating in Bible study groups and prayer 
meetings also provides opportunities to answer 
questions and explain what our work involves, and 
why we are committed to returning to mission 
service in PNG.  
 

It is perhaps less than ideal to be in a different church 
service every Sunday, but our experiences of the 
mission call and the current mission needs are 
something which we feel is important to share with 
the Christian community.  
 

Thankfully, there is a healthy interest in what God is 
doing in PNG, and curiosity regarding how COVID is 
impacting the country generally, and our mission 
work specifically. We will never run out of things to 
say no matter how many cups of tea and sausages 
are involved! 
 

In all of this, please be praying that during our talks 
we can maintain our focus on God, and be giving Him 
the glory at all times. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Sunday BBQ at Willows PC, Townsville 

 Saturday brunch in Townsville 

 St Andrews PC Mission Breakfast  Coffee with old friends 
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Family highlights... 
 

We managed to spend a week with Hannah and Corey down in Byabarra, NSW. 
The mornings were a bit chilly, making us glad that our first grandchild is due for 
mid-October rather than mid-winter. 
 

The return to Townsville via Toowoomba and Rockhampton enabled us to catch 
up with the rest of Elspeth’s siblings (we had seen her brother in Brisbane) 
before settling into our old home with Elisabeth and Shawn. It was a relief to 
settle in for a few weeks before hitting the road once again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elisabeth and Shawn had reason to be in Cairns late May and shouted us a days’ fishing 
charter – something always on Elspeth’s ‘to-do list’ – in Port Douglas. It turned out to be 
too windy to head out to the reef at all, but we still enjoyed getting amongst the bream 
and grunter in the estuary. The odd shower did little to dampen our enthusiasm, and it 
turned out to be a great day. 
 

Elspeth claimed the first catch of the morning, Shawn logged the most impressive fight 
of the day with a stubborn ray, Elisabeth topped the stats with four catches, and Keith 
took out the fashion award. Our guide very generously gave us a couple of mud crabs 
from his pots, and we feasted like kings and queens on fresh seafood that night. 
 

I should make it clear that the stunning ray lived to steal someone else’s bait. 
 

 
 
 
  

 Corey & Hannah with Bodhi 

 Early practice for Nanna  Boy-cat glad to have his comfy human back in Townsville 
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Making connections... 
While visiting the Tablelands Presbyterian Church in Atherton we had many 
opportunities over a cuppa to catch up with faithful supporters, meet new 
people, and even renew old friendships from our Townsville days. 
 

This is a truly enjoyable aspect of our travels, and helps us to stay connected 
with the many church communities keeping us in the field through prayer 
and financial support. Over cups of coffee and several meals we were able to 
answer questions and go into more detail when sharing stories of PNG.  
 

While all of these are 
special moments, one 
afternoon tea stands out. 
To spend some time with 
Marjorie and her mother, 
Margaret, is always a joy. 
She would likely say that 
we are overstating 
things, but this dear saint 
has encouraged us often 
during our service in PNG 
by sending emails full of 
local news, updates on 
church happenings, and photos of plants and birdlife from the garden.  
 

While out of the country we can easily lose touch, and personal news from 
home always makes the furlough re-entry seem less of a jolt. Anything in the 
line of births, deaths and marriages, people coming and going, or prayer 
needs and reasons to give thanks are always appreciated. 
 

Send any messages, news, prayer requests or photographs by email to keith-
elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au 
 

Prayer points 
 

Ministry 

▪ Pray that we maintain our health 

and energy required over a busy 

time of visiting supporters 
 

▪ Praise God for His constant 

provision to meet our material 

needs during this time 
 

▪ Pray that we be faithful in pointing 

to God in all of our talks and Keith’s 

preaching opportunities. The glory 

is all His! 
 
 

Furlough plans – July to Sept 
 

▪ Visiting churches and speaking at 

events across a number of 

Queensland centres 

▪ Mackay / Sarina 

▪ Yeppoon 

▪ Rockhampton 

▪ Biloela 

▪ Kingaroy 

▪ Bell 

▪ Chinchilla 

▪ Caloundra 

▪ Brisbane 

▪ … plus anywhere else God has 

prepared for us! 

▪ Occasional breaks for a few days 

to rest up at Byfield (Yeppoon) 

and Bunya Mountains 

▪ A gathering with Elspeth’s siblings 

at Nanango in September 


