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Our little Ukarumpa       
community from the air. 
That’s our home... 
...inconveniently located 
behind several large trees 
completely blocking the 
view. We will try to get a 
better shot as we take off 
next week. 
 
 
 

God is good...        
 

There is a frequent responsive saying used in PNG church communities.... “God 
is good… all the time… all the time… God is good”. 
 

Our February 7 blog (Praying God’s way) noted several issues surrounding our 
travel to Australia. Our original discounted flight had been cancelled, and the 
Australian Government requirement for a COVID test prior to departure was a 
cause for concern. We called on our little network to pray. 
 

The flight issue has been resolved, and we are now departing nine hours earlier 
on the Sunday morning, March 28. The electronic tickets arrived to our inbox 
with the pleasing words “Additional fare PGK 0.00”, so the concern at 
potentially having to pay PGK 4,000 extra did not eventuate. Praise God! 
 

There remains some uncertainty about our pre-flight COVID test. The local 
hospital which might provide a free test on the Thursday morning is currently in 
a town which has been impacted by unrest over a land dispute. Several 
buildings were burnt down and a number of people killed. Generally these 
conflicts simmer over days, weeks and months, and at present, travel to the 
town is not recommended for expatriate mission staff. Our need is insignificant 
compared to a PNG family grieving the loss of a father or son, and there is an 
alternative for us if it comes to it. The required tests can be obtained in Port 
Moresby on the Friday afternoon, but at a cost of $575 for us both. 
 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”   Matthew 6:34 

 

Please continue to pray for us obtaining the COVID tests, ideally without having 
to outlay more funds. Pray also for the nearby community, that leaders would 
show godly wisdom and security forces show restraint while endeavouring to 
maintain peace. 

Prayer points 
 

 With my voice I cry out to the LORD;  

with my voice I plead for mercy to 

the LORD.  

Psalm 142:1 

Ministry 

 Praise God for effective endings 

to Keith’s workload here. It is 

never easy, but staff were found 

to cover the basic duties in the 

short-term. Pray for long-term 

solutions over the next year. 
 

 Pray for suitable staff to fill in for 

Elspeth’s work assisting with 

admin in the translation process. 
 

 Pray that we be trusting God for 

our financial needs over the 

coming year. The simple PNG life 

carries the benefit of a relatively 

low cost of living day to day, and 

we need to transition well to life 

in Australia. 
 

 Join us in our thankfulness for 

the Wycliffe policy of set periods 

of rest. Pray for others here who 

are looking forward to relief 

from ongoing complicated travel 

restrictions that have delayed 

plans for time back home. 
 

When my spirit faints within me, 

you know my way! 

Psalm 142:3a 

 
 

 

As we publish this newsletter our thoughts are turning towards home, with only two 

weeks to go before our return flight. There are still things to occupy us here – packing 

up and cleaning the house; finalising last minute work tasks; arranging travel and 

medical requirements – and much to do in preparing for 12 months in Australia. 
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furlough  /ˈfəːləʊ/ 

  noun     leave of absence, especially that granted to a member of the 
services or a missionary.  "a civil servant home on furlough" 

 

We are getting excited. It is now just 13 sleeps until we board a flight to Brisbane on 
March 28.... but then another 14 sleeps in quarantine before we are allowed to re-enter 
Australian society. To be honest, two-weeks of complete rest could be just what we need. 
 

The plans for our furlough period are quite involved, with a schedule of speaking 
engagements, individual visits, time with family, and several months working with 
Wycliffe Australia to support the mission effort at home. Elspeth has an extensive 
spreadsheet tracking our movements, and is making contact with many churches to 
arrange times to visit.  
 

We need to be intentional about fitting some traditional holiday time in the mix, as this is 
effectively the first opportunity for a break since we left for PNG back in June 2017. 
Spending time with our girls and their husbands will be a priority, though we will be 
covering around 3,000 km in our first three weeks out of quarantine to manage this.  
 

With all this in mind, we have something to ask of our regular blog and newsletter followers. We hope that people can 
commit to either continuing or commencing to support us financially and prayerfully while we are back home in 
Australia. While our work changes in nature, we are still full-time missionaries with the sole focus on kingdom ministry 
and what part we can play into the future. The majority of our time in Australia will be spent engaging with supporters 
and promoting mission ministry, and preparing for a return in 2022. This involves some admin tasks with Wycliffe 
Australia, confirming our budget for another four-year term and securing the financial support to return, and meeting 
any medical requirements. 
 

For now, the extensive ministry travel and higher cost of living in Australia means that our irregular monthly budget 
can be severely stretched at times. It is also time to deal with those regular medical checkups, getting new glasses, 
updating old IT equipment, and other expenses. 
 

Over the coming weeks, we will be communicating with our current supporters to confirm if they are able to continue 
in partnership with us. For others, if you have enjoyed following our blogs and newsletters and would like to assist 
financially with our furlough expenses and return to PNG, contact details for Wycliffe Australia are noted below, or 
you can simply send us an email for more information as to how to partner with us. 
 

Please pray... 
 as we arrange COVID tests, domestic travel in PNG, and deal with the Department of Home Affairs in regard to 

our quarantine requirements. Many things are still uncertain in regard to services and costs. 
 that Wycliffe support staff in Brisbane be able to efficiently deliver items to our quarantine hotel – once we 

find out where that is. Our laptop died a few weeks ago, and we have ordered a replacement online. 
 for provision of a suitable vehicle to use while in Australia. We do not know as yet what the Lord has in store 

for us in this regard. Whether there is a generous individual with a ‘loner’, or a low-cost option to hire as has 
been the case for previous short-term visits, or funds may come in to buy a reliable ‘cheapie’ in Brisbane... we 
are praying and waiting for a response. 

 
 How to partner with the Campbell’s.... 
At the Wycliffe Australia website wycliffe.org.au/member/keith-elspeth you will see links to receive our updates and 
send messages, and a link to our campbellramblings.org website to access blogs and newsletters. 
 

Below this is the tool to select a one-off gift or 
monthly support, with the [Give now] button to 
open a secure online payment screen. 
Alternatively, there are contact details for 
Wycliffe Australia in Victoria to arrange other 
support options. Thanks for thinking of us. 
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Engaging with Scripture... 
 

Mick (third from left – white shirt) came to 
Ukarumpa in 2016 to complete the first of many 
basic literacy courses at the Ukarumpa Training 
Centre. This was part of the Kanite language 
group efforts to improve their people’s tokples 
(traditional language) literacy and encourage a 
deeper engagement with the printed Kanite NT 
Scriptures published in the early 1990s. 
 

As the Kanite head literacy teacher, Mick is self-
motivated and on fire to have his people reading 
the Bible. The team have encouraged their local 
children to develop literacy skills through regular 
reading competitions, with prizes across various 
year levels at school.  The entire community joins 
in these public events, cheering on the youths  
prepared to read aloud. Seeing the younger generation engaging with their traditional 
language is a great encouragement to older folk that their culture is still alive, and 
that their language retains relevance in an age dominated by Tok Pisin and English as 
the languages of trade and academia. 
 

Reading primers had been printed by SIL long ago together with the bible translation 
efforts, and now, technology has provided yet another helpful resource. 
 

Bloom Reader is a software  app available for 
computers and smartphones which provides a 
library of digital books. The Little Red Hen is the 
first title available in the Kanite language, and 
there are plans to add many more in the future. 
Prepared digital images can be overlaid with a 
recorded voiceover in tokples (traditional 
language) and the displayed text is highlighted as 
the reading progresses. As users hear, follow the 
text and read along, they become familiar with 
the written language and develop literacy skills. 
 

 
 
In late October last year, Mick and three other 
Kanite men (photo above) arrived to begin audio 
recordings of the New Testament using the 
Highlands Office studio.  
 

Elspeth has been assisting with administration of the Highlands Office over recent months, including tasks associated 
with the recording process. The Kanite team have now recorded the New Testament in full.  
 

Please pray... that the production process of formatting the recordings for digital audio players and SD cards for 

mobile phone use will proceed without delay, and that the prayers of Mick and the team will be realised.... that this 
will motivate many in their communities to read and engage more with God’s word. 
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 2021 happenings... 
 We have valued your prayers over recent 
months as both of us have struggled with extended 
illness, mainly coughs and aches and a lack of 
energy. Some ailments, however, are more 
dramatic and intense. Elspeth was very thankful for 
the Australian physio who is serving in Ukarumpa, 
and her skill at popping back a dislocated toe. 
(ouch!) It was a reminder of the value of specialised 
services in our remote little community. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Elim House is the facility for our structured staff care services in Ukarumpa, 
with space for counselling, training and a library of pastoral resources. It also 
provides a venue for organised gatherings where we can simply encourage 
one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  Elspeth has assisted with baking cakes 
and biscuits and serving at occasional Elim Cafe’s, and it proved to be a great 
space for getting together with some other Aussies to play board games. 
 
Keith worked with Pikawu, our yard worker, to    
upgrade the back fence to our yard. Over a cuppa, 
Keith asked Pikawu his age.... “Maybe 50 or 60”. 
He does remember PNG Independence Day 
celebrations as a boy, and that was 46 years ago. 
Other than this, the only landmark of time is 
WWII, and he has just the stories of his tumbuna 
papa (grandfather) to go by.  
 
 

and finally...  
 

In times past, we have all taken international 
travel for granted. The COVID issue has moved us 
to be far less assured, and last-minute 
cancellations, delays and redirections are now 
anticipated if not accepted. 
 

While it would be understandable to pray for our travels to be free from 
hassle, and for a perfect quarantine experience in the ideal Brisbane hotel, 
perhaps it would be more productive to pray for us to be patient, appreciative 
of others, to show self-control and to pursue peace in all circumstances. 
(Galatians 6:22-25) It makes more sense for us to pray firstly that God change 
us.... rather than ask Him to change everyone and everything around us! 

Prayer points 
 

Personal 

 Praise God that we are both back 

to a reasonable level of health, at 

least suitable for air travel. It 

would not have been good to 

have a coughing fit while in the 

queue for customs control.  
 

 Pray that our hotel quarantine 

assignment be truly restful, and 

that we maintain a good witness 

in how we react to the situation. 
 

 Give thanks that we have 

someone to rent our little 

Ukarumpa house as we leave. It is 

a blessing financially and for 

security on the property. 
 

 Pray that we can hold all of our 

furlough plans in open hands and 

be trusting God to direct our 

paths.   (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 

Furlough plans – April to June 
 

 March 26 – fly from Ukarumpa to 

Port Moresby (POM) 

 March 28 – fly POM to Brisbane 

 March 28 to April 11 – hotel 

quarantine in Brisbane 

 April 17 – visit Keith’s parents in 

Maclean, NSW and a mission talk 

with the church on the Sunday 

 April 21 – stay with Hannah and 

Corey in Comboyne, NSW 

 April 28 – head for Townsville, 

QLD with several visits of friends 

and family along the way 

 May – six speaking events with 

four North Qld churches 

 June – seven speaking events 

with four North Qld churches 

 ....plus anything else God throws 

in our direction at the time! 

 


