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Wearing two (or three, or four) hats ...  
 

In preparation for Keith assuming the Finance Office role in 
September, he travelled to Ukarumpa to spend a few weeks observing 
the financial processes, and to become familiar with the team 
members and their responsibilities. 
He also got to spend some time with several other Departments, and 
to give some specific training to the PNG administrator looking after 
Shipping. It was a great encouragement to hear Aseah tell a colleague, 
“Mi lainim planti tudai.” 
 

Another aspect of the trip was meeting as part of a Service Review 
Team looking into our various Regional Centres around the country. 
Keith is analysing all of the Regional financial reports, plus representing 
the perspective from management on the ground. 
 

Meanwhile, Elspeth managed 
the Lae Centre amidst a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake just 
50km south, water supply 
interruptions, hot water 
system failures, power 
outages, and major IT system 
issues. [blog May 12, 2019] 
 

Other than several calls to 
Keith, and some lengthy chats 
with our remote IT support 
team, Elspeth and staff 
survived, even through two 
weeks without Maluo, our 
receptionist, on annual leave. 
 

As part of our move to Ukarumpa and the transition to new Lae 
managers, Elspeth may be returning to cover for up to two months 
before Christmas and into February with Larua, our finance 
administrator, on compassionate leave for the duration. Keith will be 
in Lae for the two-week Christmas break, but it will still be the longest 
we have been apart in our (almost) 30 years of marriage. 

Prayer points 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very 

present help in trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

 Ministry 

 Praise God for sustaining us all 

during this transition. So much 

feels not ‘normal’, yet nothing 

really ever is here.  
 

 Pray for us to be content with 

what God brings each day. The 

temptation to grumble is always 

present, and it certainly does 

nothing to relieve the situation. 
 

 Give thanks for Eugene, currently 

being assessed for the vacant 

maintenance supervisor role. He is 

working well, and appears to fit in 

with the staff team. Pray that this 

may be one less responsibility on 

Keith’s shoulders. 
 

 Please uphold the two of us as 

time apart is less than ideal in 

our relationship. Absence may 

make the heart grow fonder 

but it can be lonely. [And it’s 

awfully cold in a single bed up 

in Ukarumpa – Keith ] 

It has been a far from ‘normal’ few months for us. Three weeks apart 

working separately... focusing on Regional and PNG Branch issues 

beyond Lae... and saying goodbye to friends as we prepare, in some 

sense, for our own farewell. In all that, God has been very, very good! 
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A change is in the air ...  
 

It does not take long to realise the changes we will face with a move to Ukarumpa. The evenings and 
mornings are chilly; walking up and down the hilly community takes some getting used to – especially 
trying to suck in the oxygen at 5,200 feet; the community Store is often low on supplies, but did have 
seven varieties of peanut butter (gotta’ provide for the Americans!); oh... and the Store trades weekdays 
only and closes at 4pm, so full-time workers need to use their lunch breaks for shopping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One noticeable difference is the local market, which operates three mornings a week. It was a treat to find 
strawberries, blackberries, oyster mushrooms, and rhubarb – none of which make it down to Lae. 
However, whereas Lae Market is bustling with people and filled with the shouts of sellers, Ukarumpa 
market is eerily quiet, the sellers watching your every move as you stroll around the tables. It remains to 
be seen what impact the noisy Campbell’s will have when we arrive! :D 
 

The time comes ...  
 

The real transition, though, is leaving the great relationships we 
have in Lae. The subject of our departure comes up amongst the 
staff every now and again – Peter went on the market run with 
Elspeth one day, “Just to carry your bags, as you will be leaving 
us soon.” It was a simple expression of his affection for us. 
 

We are already saying farewell to some other Lae mission friends 
departing this month, with another family due to leave before 
Christmas. It is a fact of life in overseas ministry – people come 
and go as the Lord leads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From our March gathering of Regional managers (above), three 
retire next year, and we are relocating. Yet again, four of the 
seven Regions will be searching for managers during 2020.  
 

We are thankful that it appears that Lae Centre has a new 
management couple available for March next year. Please be 
praying for them as they finalise their support team and prepare 
to leave Texas (USA, not Queensland) in order to be in PNG for 
the January training course. 

Prayer points 
 

Ministry  

 Pray for us as we conclude our 

permanent management of the Lae 

Regional Centre mid-August. We 

have projects to finish off, but want 

to also give proper attention to our 

staff relationships. 
 

 Pray for the administration of the 

Regional Centres, as recruiting 

permanent staff is a constant issue. 

The Service Review Team also needs 

discernment in putting forward  

recommendations for development 

in the Regions. 
 

 Ask the Lord of the harvest to provide 

workers. It is His field, not ours, and 

we need to trust Him to see the work 

through to completion. 
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All aboard... 
 

There’s a local praise song here that has the lines, “Taim mi kalap long balus, taim mi ron antap long sip, 
taim me kalap long haiwe bus na raun i go, yu was oltaim long laip bilong mi.” It states that when travelling, 
either by plane (balus), ship, or highway bus, God is watching over our lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One day this past month reminded us of that song, as 
we had translation teams returning to their homes after 
translation training courses in Ukarumpa. Eight were 
flying out, and eleven heading to various boat and bus 
departure points around town. Keith did the 50 minute 
drive out to the airport, while Elspeth ferried the others 
in three trips – all before 8am! 
 
Travelling by boat is a regular part of life for many 
translation teams serving in coastal areas. Each month 
we have a number of pickups and drop-offs at the two 
wharf areas in Lae. Boats jostle for space, and for paying 
passengers, and given that the charge is per head 
generally the more you can load in the boat the better. 
 

When translators are carrying cargo, then they need to 
pay the rate for the number of people equivalent to the 
volume of cargo. 
 

Unfortunately, sea travel can be hazardous. We received 
word this past week that a PNG translators daughter 
drowned in a boat accident while travelling. Many 
regular expat travellers carry life vests and an EPIRB, but 
these are luxuries for most of the PNG population. 
 

Please pray... 
 

 For the family of the young woman who drowned, no doubt with other victims involved. Pray that 
her father, James, will be able to maintain a strong witness in his grief. 

 For travelling safety on the roads and the water, in a country where many things are not as simple 
as we are accustomed to in Australia. 
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The road ahead... 
 

To help you keep up with our prayer needs over the coming months, here is an approximate calendar of 
our movements and activities. We say ‘approximate’ as PNG frequently lives up to its national motto, ‘The 
Land of the Unexpected’. 
 
Jun - Aug Patep and Kapin translation workshops 
 

Jul   5 – 7 Elspeth attends a women’s camp in 
Kainantu, Eastern Highlands Province (EHP) 

 

   8 -11 Campbell’s visit to Ukarumpa(EHP), in 
preparation for relocation 

 

  29-30 Trauma Healing workshop (for staff) 
 

Aug  5 - 16 Huon Gulf translation workshop 
 

  16 Last official day as Lae Regional Centre 
Managers 

 

  28 Farewell Lae, and travel up to Ukarumpa 
 

Sept   9 - 13 Fly to Port Moresby for a three-day Regional Centre Management conference 
 

Ebb and flow... 

It has been a while since we talked finances with all of you, and 
over the past eighteen months, several supporters have had a 
change in circumstances which has led them to either cease or 
rethink their support. 
 

We are still just ahead of our monthly requirement, though the 
move to Ukarumpa will mean a reworking of how our finances 
are spread – in both positive and negative terms. We’ll be 
exchanging air-conditioning cost for buying firewood (positive), 
adapting to the higher cost and more limited store supplies 
trucked up from Lae or imported in containers (negative), and 
switching to sweet potatoes from our largely tropical fruit diet 
given the pricing at Ukarumpa market ( K12 for a pawpaw 
instead of K3 –‘ouch’ ). It may take time to adjust, but there are 
experienced hands who can provide some tips to save money. 
 

We have been advised to bring a stocked pantry with us from 
Lae, so Elspeth has some serious forward planning to do before 
hitting the local supermarkets. We are also leaving a reasonably 
kitted out house for what may eventually be a minimally 
equipped cottage next year, after our initial seven-month 
period of house sitting ends. One thing that has helped is the 
recent departure of two expat couples we would meet with 
regularly. They offloaded their pantry and assorted kitchen 
items to the Campbell’s. We miss them, but.... God is good! 

Prayer points 
 

 

 

 
 

 Pray for continued good health as we 

maintain a consistent pace over the 

next two months. 
 

 Thank God for the special provision 

making our relocation ‘shopping spree’ 

less than anticipated. 
 

 Praise God for opportunities to invest in 

relationships – women’s camp, bible 

studies, Keith preaching – even as our 

minds are partially fixed 220 kilometres 

away in Ukarumpa. 
 

 Safety for our separate road trips to 

Ukarumpa, and return with three extra 

passengers. 
 

 The big one... pray for our grieving 

process as we leave Lae. It is going to 

be tough, but we are assured that this 

is from the Lord and He will get us 

through and stand by the team as they 

transition to new managers in 2020. 


