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Home sweet home ...  
 

It was great to return home to Lae and our staff team after two 

weeks away in Wewak early October.  Having Larua, (third from left 

in the photo) manage the 

Centre in our absences 

takes such a load off our 

preparation, and is a relief 

to the HR team that would 

otherwise be tasked with 

finding short term relief 

staff  
 

The current Regional Centre 

managers in Wewak, Brad 

and Faith Halverson, ( photo left) are 

returning permanently to the US in 

January, and a new PNG national 

manager is currently training for this 

role. 
 

Please pray... 
 

 For the development of PNG 

nationals into roles of management 

and leadership with our organisation 

 Specifically for Larua as she gains 

confidence and experience in both 

administration and management 

 For additional mission staff to come 

to PNG, with a heart for training and 

equipping locals in translation and 

support roles. 

 

Prayer points 
 

The Lord is my strength and my 

shield; my heart trusts in him, and he 

helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and 

with my song I praise him. 

Psalm 28:7 

 Ministry 

 That we be effective in building up 

our staff professionally and 

spiritually at every opportunity  
 

 That those contacted through our 

Morobe Show stall will continue 

to be impacted by God’s word in 

their daily lives 
 

 Praise God for the positive 

response from workshop groups 

using and intending to use our 

newly renovated multi-purpose 

building 
 

 Urgent prayer update... 

We returned from a short trip to 

Townsville on December 21 to 

find that our maintenance man 

had failed to respect our policies 

and will have to be dismissed 

following the Christmas break. 

We are thankful that Larua was 

able to deal with a difficult 

situation, and would value your 

prayers as we seek a replacement 

next year. 

 

Our scheduled December newsletter is delayed slightly, mainly because 

the past month has been so full of activity. We wrapped up a 

translation workshop in the first week, finalised some site projects in 

the second, travelled to Townsville for the third, and returned to host 

mission guests for Christmas break in the final week. 
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Morobe Show 2018 ...  
We have had a presence at the annual Morobe Show each October over the past three years. Each time 
we learn a little more about how to make the most of the opportunity, and this year saw us with twice the 
pavilion space and a larger team of internationals and PNG staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over two days the team engaged with show goers on their 
experiences of language use within their communities.  
A helpful resource was a poster of a symbolic mountain with a 
scale of language vitality – from active use by children in schools, 
through use by the older generation only, down to having no living 
speakers and simply being a cultural identity only. Many people 
openly and honestly discussed their own relationship to their 
tokples (traditional language), placing a marker on the poster that 
represented their community. 
 

We were able to distribute dozens of  
scriptures in digital format that people 
could access on their smart phones, and connect people with 
other resources they could access in the future. 
 

An emotional highlight came as Elspeth was speaking with one 
woman who noticed her cousins celebrating in a video of a recent 
dedication. As we watched together, her uncle was interviewed as 
one of those involved in the translation work. The woman had not 
maintained contact with her village community, and had no idea 
there was published scripture in her tokples. 
She was visibly shaking, and had goosebumps. We were left in no 
doubt that God had touched her in some way through that 
‘random’ video clip. We pray that she reconnects with these 
extended family members, and is able to access the truth of God in 
a new and vibrant form. 
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Translation workshop... 
 

Similarly to the Morobe Show, we seem to become a little 
more effective each time we host the Huon Gulf Multi-
Language Project (MLP) workshops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We learnt this past December that large LCD screens come in handy as so much of the work is undertaken 
using the Paratext software, allowing teams to work independently and share their updates; note 
comments and questions attached to words or phrases in the text; and reference Greek, Hebrew and other 
completed translations for checking and group consultation. Praise God that the rising consumerism in PNG 
makes LCD televisions commonplace, and hence cheaper for missionary organisations too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lae staff team joined the Huon Gulf MLP group for four morning 
sessions on overcoming fear of evil spirits. Pastor Willie certainly held 
everyone’s attention, and there were many questions and shared 
experiences during the final session. 
These PNG translators often work amongst communities that have 
been subject to the influence of evil spirits – sorcery, poisoning, and 
other ritual practices involving cursing and demonic possession. The 
Gospel confronts these cultural and spiritual issues head on, and they 
need our continued prayer support. 

 
We were delighted to hear that one language group were discussing 
where to undertake future translation checking with an external 
consultant. Should they travel to our base in the Highlands, or 
perhaps bring the consultant to their village area? One of the PNG 
leaders – Elisa – stated that since Lae Centre had provided such a nice 
building, they should meet here instead. Very warm fuzzies ensued! 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

Huon Gulf MLP 
 

 Praise that Malei youth are 

embracing the NT dedicated in 

2010, after initially questioning 

the relevance of tokples 

scripture. 
 

 Praise God that the building 

work undertaken has provided 

an effective space for 

workshops. Pray that we remain 

flexible in adapting to future 

needs. 
 

 

Prayer points 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas... 
 

Preparing for the Christmas break is always a hive of activity, all the 
more as we had planned a week back in Townsville around Keith’s 
birthday. This year, the guys raced the clock in getting a concrete slab 
poured and framing up for a new BBQ area. 
We still found time to down tools and enjoy a staff Christmas 
celebration, involving a pizza lunch at a local restaurant followed by a 
fun afternoon of volleyball, basketball and a dip in the pool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home again, home again, jiggety-jig... 
 

The visit to Townsville was all about spending time with family and 
friends. Hannah and Corey flew up from Brisbane to join Elisabeth and 
Shawn in ensuring Dad had a memorable fiftieth. Corey shares the 
same birthday – December 17 – but graciously took a back seat to 
someone hitting the big five-O!  We also caught up with church friends 

over two morning teas and a 
lunch outing. 
We are very thankful that the 
opportunity for the quick trip 
came up, given the hectic 
schedule we had in the lead 
up, and the commitments that 
lay ahead for us over the next 
three months. 

 
 
 

Prayer points 
 

 

 

 
 

 Praise God for the positive 

relationships amongst our staff 

team, and that they can simply 

enjoy being together.  
 

 Pray for Peter (groundsman) 

who is accessing a staff 

repatriation benefit to visit his 

birthplace for the first time in 

decades. Pray that he will be 

received well, and that his grace 

and humility will be a blessing to 

his family contacts there.  
 

 Pray for our ‘kids’. We do so 

daily, but still feel the distance 

of being out of the country. 
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 Give thanks that we can serve these kingdom workers 

by providing a safe, relaxing space to recharge. 
 

 Praise God for the witness it is to His wide grace that 

our Christmas break community includes folk from 

Holland, South Korea, the United States, Ecuador, 

PNG, Britain, Finland, the Philippines..... with two 

Aussies thrown into the mix. 
 

Prayer points 
 

NYE Lae... 
 

We had a lot of fun Monday night to farewell 
the year, playing board games with our Centre 
guests. The local neighbourhood let off a 
significant quantity of (illegal) fireworks at 
midnight, so we stayed within the law but got 
to enjoy the spectacle regardless. 
Several diehards hung on till 1am and still 
managed an 8:30 breakfast out the next 
morning. 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 


