
March 2018   Newsletter No. 17 
From.... Lae, Papua New Guinea 

Campbell Ramblings 
Keith & Elspeth Campbell 
Equipping translation work in Papua New Guinea 
 

email:   keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au                                   blog:   http://campbellramblings.org 
 

Wycliffe Australia 
70 Graham Road 
Kangaroo Ground 3097 

  

  

He has, He will, and He will continually... 
 

We are listening to a downloaded sermon series on 2 Corinthians at 

present, and the section on chapter 1 verses 8-11 was a challenge to 

us in our communications regarding mission service. Paul writes, 

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the 

troubles we experienced...” 
 

While we have not “despaired of life itself”, there have been some 

difficult times over recent months with the work here at our Centre.  

Several buildings are showing signs 

of age, with rotting timbers, some 

obtrusive white ants, brittle 

electrical wiring and rusted roofing 

iron. Hardly a “deadly peril”, but it 

can get disheartening for Keith all 

the same as each issue comes up 

just as he feels to have rounded a 

corner on the last one. 

 

It also adds to the difficulty for Elspeth in managing the Guesthouse 

bookings, with rooms closed off for unplanned maintenance. 

That said, God has provided in the availability of our newest building 

renovation (see our January 21 blog). We have been able to set up 

Haus Kibung for backup accommodation, and it has hosted several 

ministry folk already. 
 

As further encouragement, one of our supporting Queensland 

churches is planning a work party later in the year. While we are 

hoping to have the present maintenance issues dealt with by then, 

we have experienced in the past the way in which God sometimes 

provides the solution well before the need is realised – stay tuned to 

see just how this group becomes an answer to prayer!  

Prayer points 
 

Those who know your name will trust 

in you, for you, LORD, have never 

forsaken those who seek you.  

Psalm 9:10 

 Ministry 

 Pray that in the business of day to 

day life we do not lose sight of the 

primary focus of our work.... 

serving the Kingdom. 
 

  Pray for patience as we have to 

endure a four-month delay on 

having a construction team come 

down from Ukarumpa. A key 

member was too ill to lead the 

team in January. They are now 

scheduled for May 14. 
 

 Praise for the work party planning 

to come from central Queensland. 

As they gather willing volunteers, 

and we line up some projects for 

them, it is comforting to know 

that our sovereign Lord will do 

“immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine”. 

 
 Pray for our staff team during our 

leave in Australia. Pray for good 

relationships to continue with a 

new temporary management 

structure in place. 

 

We set out to write this in the midst of a really tough week. It is 

amazing how many reasons to praise God you find as you take the time 

to look!  “Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

        Count your blessings see what God has done.” 

Removing panelling for a white-ant 
hunt – two walls entirely replaced 

https://campbellramblings.org/2018/01/21/so-how-did-you-spend-this-saturday/
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Manus Island..... a good news story 
 

Australians have become accustomed to bad news coming out of Manus Island - protests over the detention 
of asylum seekers; hunger strikes; claims of excessive responses from security and police. Now with the 
centre permanently closed, many related social issues continue to impact the community. 
 
However, here is a good news story that admittedly did not start out looking very positive. 
 

“I’m sorry, but we cannot accept your group into our Translator’s Training Course.” 
 
This was a setback for the group of 11 men and women from Manus seeking to travel to the Ukarumpa 
Training Centre to take part in the 2015 course. But the reasoning behind it was positive. The course 
director wanted to see a Translator Training Course (TTC) conducted on Manus Island to minimise the 
burden of travel for the participants and the impact on the existing Ukarumpa course structure. 
The TTC went ahead around 18 months later with not just those from the original language group, but 44 
participants representing 15 languages! Together they deciphered their own languages to analyse their 
structures and grammars; learned how to express key biblical terms when there is no equivalent word in the 
local language; studied biblical history and geography; and gained experience in using study helps in 
translation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray... 
 

 for these men and women as they continue to develop their understanding of God’s word 

 that the skills they have learned will see the translation work advance dramatically 

 as they delve deeply into the word that their lives and the lives of those in the communities they serve 

will be impacted 

Just for laughs... 
 

The buses often have an identifying slogan on the front or back, anything 
from a catchy English phrase to a tok ples word of some significance. 
This is my favourite so far..... ‘PUSH START’.  Sadly, this could be true! 
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    Travel plans..... 

 

We will be heading to Brisbane late March and staying on for Hannah and 
Corey’s wedding on April 21. 
 
But first on the agenda is a trip to Keith’s home region of the Clarence 
River in northern NSW, and the Maclean Highland Gathering. For over 
100 years, pipe bands have gathered, and paraded into the town to kick 
off two days of Highland dancing, social games and friendly competition 
amongst the pipers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elisabeth and Shawn will be with us together with Keith’s parents and 
church family over Easter, before we return to Brisbane and preparations 
for the wedding. 
 
Elspeth’s mum will not be able to travel down from Toowoomba for the 
wedding, but we will spend some time with her both before and after. 
We are very thankful for the low cost accommodation at the Wycliffe 
operated flats in the Northern suburbs of Brisbane, and are praying that a 
similarly low cost vehicle will be available for us to get around while in 
Australia. 
 
We are looking forward to the break, after what has been an often tiring 
9 months back in PNG. The trip will be time with family, and connecting 
with some of the people and places that represent the formative pieces 
of our past. 
 
There is a responsive saying often used 
during church services in PNG... 

“God is good!”…... “All the time!” 

“All the time!”.....”God is good!” 

Prayer points 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal 
 

 At times, the last few months 

has felt a bit of a grind. Praise 

God that he is our strength and 

shield. (Psalm 28:7) 
 

Note: We looked at this our first 

prayer point from the previous 

newsletter, and realised that the 

grind continues. Please keep 

praying for us to be looking to 

God as our strength. 

 

 Thanks for the opportunity to 

pull back and be refreshed 

during six weeks in Australia. 

Please be praying for our travels 

at Easter time with the usual 

busy roads. 
 

 Pray that a vehicle will be 

available which won’t stretch 

our budget. 
 

 Our big prayer point is that our 

time with Hannah and Corey 

before the wedding provides 

opportunities to grow our 

already positive relationship 

with them in meaningful ways. 

We want to share with them 

what it is to have a rock solid 

foundation (Matthew 7:25) for 

their marriage relationship that 

will weather every storm.  

 
 Speaking of storms.... pray for a 

beautiful day on April 21 as we 

celebrate the wedding with 

friends and family. 
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Four decades in the making... 
 

February 2018 saw the dedication of the Menya New Testament in print, 
audible, and digital formats. Carl and Pat Whitehead from Wycliffe 
Canada celebrated with family and friends, a team of translation co-
workers, and several thousand who gathered to be a part of the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please pray... 
 

 that the people would access God’s word either by 

reading or hearing, and that hearts would be transformed 

         In the 
            spotlight 
 

 

The prayer of dedication 3,000+ people turned up to the dedication. 

Language     Menya 
Population  between 25-30,000  
Situated        Menyamya District,  North 

Tauri River area, Morobe 
Translation  NT dedication Feb 2018 
Literacy         between 5-15%  
The task        Literacy development and 

promoting Scripture use 

Thank you! 

God speaks Menya! 1975 – 2018 Translation Team members, incl. family representing the deceased 


