
June 2017   Newsletter No. 14 
From.... Lae, Papua New Guinea 

Campbell Ramblings 
Keith & Elspeth Campbell 
Equipping translation work in Papua New Guinea 
 

email:   keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au                                   blog:   http://campbellramblings.org 
 

Wycliffe Australia 
70 Graham Road 
Kangaroo Ground 3097 

  

  

The good, the bad, the good again, and the sleepy ... 
 

We were very thankful for the ease of flying out of Townsville on one of Air Niugini’s new direct to Port 

Moresby flights. This service started March 31, and “God’s perfect timing” drew our praises once again. 

Once in Port Moresby, we sailed through 

customs checks and headed for our 

connecting flight... which was delayed, further 

delayed, and then cancelled altogether. How 

easily our praises turn to moans when a trial 

comes our way! We kept composed, not so 

much out of Christian grace but more because 

others around us were being far from 

gracious, and happily accepted free 

accommodation and meals at a local hotel. 

We would never pay for something this grand 

while in PNG!  

The deal lost some of its shine when they informed us our airport 

transfer would be at 4am the following morning. Needless to say we 

arrived in Lae a day later than expected and totally exhausted from 

our travels. I sympathise with our brothers and sisters from the 

other side of the world who travel for several days to come to PNG. 

But then, how can you refuse a little hardship in service of the King? 
 

Our latest relief Manager – another Aussie – stayed on until the end 

of the week while we refilled the pantry cupboard, got our few 

travelling crates emptied, and generally adjusted to the change in 

pace.... and the change in weather! It has rained every night and 

during the day on occasions since our return. The spare room in our 

home has hosted wet laundry with the ceiling fan on high in an 

effort to fight off mould. On the up side, our city is lush, green and 

awash with colour as people mill around under striped umbrellas. 

Ahh.... it’s good to be home! 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer points 
 

We returned to find many prayers 

had been answered, and are assured 

that it is prayer that sustains us daily. 

Thanks to all our prayer warriors! 
    

Ministry 

 Praise God that the PNG people 

are so open to picking up past 

relationships where they left off. 

We’ve been warmly greeted by 

staff, in church and by Lae locals. 
 

 Pray for those moving into new 

roles in the PNG main office, as 

many changes occur mid-year as 

the international mission school 

students complete their studies. 

After several delays we have returned to Lae as Regional Centre 

managers. It certainly is easier returning with experience in the task 

ahead and a sense of familiarity with our surroundings. Our staff team 

have all continued in their roles, which is an answer to prayer. 
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  “I just wanted to ask…” 
 

Perhaps the question put to us more than any other while we visited supporting churches in Australia was, 

“Is it safe to live in PNG?” The reality is we live on a city allotment surrounded by a six-foot fence topped 

with razor-wire. Our main gate is manned by a security guard 24/7, and we minimise our travel outside at 

night. With all this, there is not a constant sense of watchfulness nor 

danger. Our guards are not carrying guns, their physical presence is 

enough to deter would be intruders... in spite of the somewhat 

humorous image of a uniformed guard sheltering under a ‘Disney 

Frozen’ umbrella!  

Typically around town the various guards are friendly, love a chat and 

to practice their English, and break into broad smiles when we speak 

to them in Tok Pisin (the local trade language). I am sure if called 

upon they would deal with offenders quite seriously. I pray that we 

never need to see our men in action to that extent. 

 

If you have a question you “just wanted to ask”, please send us an 

email. Perhaps others are wondering the same thing, and we could 

include an answer in upcoming blogs or newsletters. 

Email:   keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au 

 

                                    

 

 

 

Prayer points 
 

 

Ministry (cont.) 

 Pray for vacancies in PNG to be 

filled. We are in need of teachers, 

managers and admin people to 

work alongside and often help 

train the PNG staff. 

 As always, pray for more people 

to commit to the specialised work 

of Bible translation and literacy 

training. 

 Keep praying for our little work 

team at the Lae centre – eight 

staff plus ourselves as managers. 

With all the cultural and 

personality differences, we need 

God to bind us and make us one 

that we may proclaim His love 

daily.   John 17:22-23 
 

 

Prayer points 
 

Answered prayer, and more prayer needed… 
 

Our Groundsman, Peter, previously would walk for five hours each 

way to his village and back most weekends to be with his family. His 

wife, Sharon, maintained the home and gardens while caring for 

their children including their youngest, Ruth, who is severely 

disabled after an illness in infancy. We were delighted that our 

prayers were answered with Peter finding accommodation for the 

family in Lae – although they only have one room in a shared house. 

It is tough for us to see 

the hardships that 

some families endure, 

knowing that it is the 

‘normal’ experience of 

PNG life, when our 

Australian experiences 

are so different. Pray 

that we respond in an 

appropriate way.  

mailto:keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au
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To the polls… 
     

National elections are held at the end of this month, with voting taking 

place over a two week period from June 24. As is often seen in 

developing countries, opposing factions can occasionally come 

together in physical confrontations, and objections to the way the 

voting process is conducted can lead to tensions rising. Please be 

praying that the individuals seeking election will show themselves to be 

worthy leaders by bringing order into these situations. Pray particularly 

for genuine Christians seeking office, that they may conduct 

themselves in a manner worthy of His name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here in Lae, the evidences of election fervour are everywhere – 

attached to virtually every tree and pole around the city. Decorated 

vehicles drive around town with loud speakers declaring the positive 

attributes of some contender, full of young men eager to discuss their 

opinion of their local candidate. Any available space is covered with 

posters and banners are hung from storefront awnings. 

The people seem very 

forgiving of election excess 

compared to your ‘average 

Aussie’ – we prefer our 

politicians to be rarely seen 

and hardly ever heard. That is 

unlikely to happen in PNG – 

there are over 3,000 

registered candidates for the 

111 seats in Parliament. 

 
 

Prayer points 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Family 

 Hannah & Corey – Corey has 

earned a promotion to manage a 

different travel agency outlet. 

Pray that they make their times 

together valuable amidst busy 

work lives. 
 

 Elisabeth & Shawn – praise God 

for their safety while travelling in 

Europe and the UK these past 

weeks. 
 

 Shawn commences fulltime study 

at James Cook University in July. 

Pray for God’s direction on his 

future path. 
 

 

Personal 

 Continue to pray for our spiritual 

strengthening daily. Without the 

constant connection to a regular 

church family, much depends on 

our personal Bible reading and a 

number of downloaded sermons. 
 

 Two of our local expat friends 

returned to Australia just days 

before we arrived, and another is 

planning 5-6 weeks holiday. Praise 

God that we have made some 

new contacts at a Lae-based 

church mission. These simple 

connections help to keep us on 

track at times. 
 

 It is encouraging to have many 

Wycliffe folk in PNG expressing 

their delight that we’re back. 

Better still the PNG National staff 

that travel to Lae at times. We 

must be doing something right! 
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Just for a change...... it’s us! 
We met a number of new people while on our furlough travels, and many 
who are new to our home church during our two years in PNG. We felt it 
was time for a refresher on our responsibilities as Regional Centre 
Managers in Lae. If you have heard it all before..... please feel free to skip 
to the prayer requests at the bottom. :) 

 

Lae is a strategic port and business centre 

for much of PNG, with road access to major towns in the 
Highlands and Ukarumpa, the home base for Wycliffe 
work in PNG. As such, we assist mission workers across 
the country with purchasing supplies, receiving shipping, 
finances, and more. 
 

Emails and phone calls form a big part of our day-

to-day duties as we work with a team of Department 
Managers and Finance staff to ensure that everything 
continues to run smoothly. However, as ‘smoothness’ 
often gives way to ‘confusion’ we must resort to face-to-
face problem solving. In PNG many business processes 

only function within the context of relationship. 
 

Relationship is a key component of our responsibilities in 

managing the eight PNG nationals in our 

team of housekeepers, maintenance and administration 
staff for our 58-bed guesthouse. Each morning we pray 
and discuss our duties and ways to work better as a team. 
Lae Guesthouse is used by mission families and staff, 
translation teams travelling to village assignments, and by 
local churches hosting visiting Pastors. 
 

PNG is the land of the unexpected, and we 

often need to respond to a request  for emergency 
supplies, travellers caught out by cancelled flights or 
flooded roads, or perhaps burst water pipes and electrical 
faults on our Lae property. Our role can take on many 
forms, and each day differs from the last. One thing 
remains a constant.... we need to be ready to respond to 
God’s leading, and to do whatever He requires of us in 

order to place His word in the hands of the 
people of PNG. 

 

Please pray... 
 

 that we not be too ‘task focussed’, but instead be relational and display Christ’s love at all times 

 For us as we work cross-culturally, to be mindful of alternative ways of approaching issues 

 That we keep a ‘Proverbs 16:3-mindset’.... and look to God to establish our work in His name. 

         In the 
            spotlight 
 

 


