
March 2017   Newsletter No. 13 
From.... Townsville, Australia  

Campbell Ramblings 
Keith & Elspeth Campbell 
Equipping translation work in Papua New Guinea 
 

email:   keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au                                   blog:   http://campbellramblings.org 
 

Wycliffe Australia 
70 Graham Road 
Kangaroo Ground 3097 

  

  

Some good advice ... 
 

We had often received advice from other more experienced mission families…. ”Make sure that you set aside 

time for rest during furlough.” It is tempting to look to be productive while back in Australia – to access medical 

services unavailable to us in PNG; to source those helpful items that are either impossible to locate or just too 

expensive as import goods; to rationalise our stored possessions; and to take time to think about our PNG 

work and how to develop the role when we return. 

We are thankful to Wycliffe’s local Member Care team for 

flagging the need to rest, and our supporters who have 

enabled us to do just that. Being able to take the time and 

travel to northern NSW for Christmas provided some 

relaxing days in Yamba, where the weather was beautiful, 

the company excellent, and the fishing completely 

unproductive! We enjoyed Christmas lunch with Keith’s 

parents, uncle, and both of our daughters and partners. 

Thankfully Hannah’s partner Corey was able to provide the 

seafood…. his Dad owns a commercial trawler operating 

from nearby Iluka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer points 
 

As our return to Lae approaches we 

are all the more aware of the critical 

nature of prayer support.  

God is in control, and prayer is a great 

way for us all to affirm our trust in His 

good purposes. 
    

Ministry 

▪ Praise God for time spent 

renewing relationships with our 

supporters. 
 

▪ That we faithfully serve God as we 

wait, not neglecting opportunities 

to honour Him within our home 

church, community and family. 

“What could we possibly find to do in Australia for six whole months?”  

This was our thinking around mid-last year, however, we have found that 

visiting 15 congregations, a number of individual supporters and spending 

Christmas with family certainly fills the time! 
 

The fish eluded us, both in the river 
and off the rocks down at the beach 
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  Let me be your servant… 

 

While with the folk at Caloundra Presbyterian Church there 

was a call to join some of the men moving a load of furniture 

for a retired missionary. Michelle has had a rough time with 

health issues since returning from Russia, and now uses a 

motorised wheelchair. (And let me tell you….  those things 

are heavy!) 

A friend paid for her to have a holiday cruise while the move 

was carried out, and teams from two local churches pitched 

in to have everything in place for her return. Another 

example of Christians “walking the mile and sharing the 

load”. It was great to see a church family supporting mission 

folk in practical ways. 

 

 

 

Prayer points 
 

 

Finances 

▪ Praise God that our medicals and 

travel form submissions are 

completed. 
 

▪ Pray that our financial support 

would come in and not be a 

hindrance to our return to PNG.  
 

▪ Praise God for the discerning 

stewardship of Wycliffe in regard 

to managing the needs of all the 

mission personnel. 
 

▪ Pray that we continue to trust 

God’s good purposes…. and not 

become impatient for His gracious 

provision. 

Prayer points 
 

Our finances… 
 

    Wycliffe support quota 3,167 per month 
    Current pledged 2,785 
 

We received confirmation that our medical requirements are in order 

and that the process of obtaining documentation for our next four 

years in PNG is under way. Our attention now turns to our financial 

position and how we will be placed once our travel documents and 

work permits are finalised early April. At that time, if the full amount 

is yet to be pledged, we would be relying on the discernment of 

Wycliffe Australia staff to determine if we are able to go, or to wait 

for God to provide the balance.  

The challenging aspect for us is that our previous period of service in 

PNG was under a budget which was based on a strong Aussie dollar in 

the heady days of 2014 – a condition which soon declined almost 25% 

over the two-year period. Throughout this time, God consistently 

provided for every need, often through unexpected gifts beyond the 

finances pledged. 

We could very easily assume that God will again act in the same 

manner, but is this ‘laying a fleece’, presuming upon God’s provision? 

We speak often of trusting God…. which includes trusting Him when 

things aren’t going the way we would like!  

We value your continued prayers in regard to the various issues 

related to our finances. 

If you would like to financially support us, please go to Wycliffe 

Donate page and use our WBTA number 25429. 

https://secure.wycliffe.org.au/donate/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.au/donate/
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And more encouragement… 
 

Given that we were half-way there, we continued the journey north to Atherton and worshipped with 

Tablelands Presbyterian Church (TPC). They have faithfully supported us, even during three years without a 

permanent minister, so we wanted to rejoice with them in person and meet the new minister and family who 

arrived late January.   

Just as their prayers for a minister were answered, God 

brought several new families into the congregation in the 

weeks before the Fosters arrived – God is indeed good, 

and blesses “immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine”. [Eph. 3:20] 

As always, we came away from the visit renewed and 

encouraged by our northern church family. 

 

Back to the future… 
 

We were invited to join the Christian Union students from Cairns and 

Townsville during their Kick-Off Camp weekend March 10-12. We joined 

them Saturday morning, driving two hours north to Kennedy. We had 

the opportunity to speak about our PNG experiences and share some 

prayer needs before chatting to several students over lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We have always felt a close connection with university campus based 

ministry (It was at the National Training Event in December 2012 that 

we made the decision to enter full-time mission service) and it is exciting 

to see a new batch of young adults committed to living for Christ during 

their studies. They are keen to support our PNG work in the future, and 

to be encouraging us personally, so we look forward to maintaining the 

relationship throughout our next four-year term. 
 

Prayer points 
 

 

 

 

Family 

▪ Hannah & Corey – that we would 

effectively model to them a 

Christian relationship, and that 

they might come under the 

influence of the Gospel 
 

▪ Elisabeth & Shawn – that they 

would know God’s leading in 

future work and study plans 
 

 

Personal 

▪ Pray that we can be diligent in our 

personal worship. We are thankful 

for the many ideas, resources and 

studies provided by our various 

church families on our travels. 
 

▪ Pray for opportunities to build 

relationships within the Lae, PNG 

churches we will attend. The 

perception that we are ‘very 

important missionaries’ is a real 

barrier to building friendships. 

Pray that we be creative in working 

around this problem. 

 

Lindsay & Merryn Foster, Isabelle & Clare 
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PILAT training … (that’s not a typo) 

The bible talks about many members. All different but necessary for the 
Christian life. 
 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ.”         1 Corinthians 12:12 
 

One of the many departments within the Bible translation effort in Papua New Guinea (PNG) is the Pacific 

Institute of Languages, Arts and Translation (PILAT). Utilising the Ukarumpa Training Centre, PILAT is 

dedicated to training Papua New Guineans for Bible translation, literacy and other language development 

work, with the purpose of glorifying our great God by equipping PNG Christians to work in these areas. 
 

The following comments came from students giving 

feedback on their course studies; 
 

“I now clearly see that the Bible has background 

meanings which I can use to interpret it accurately, 

if I study it well. This means that all the context of 

what I’m trying to teach and preach must agree with 

its original context.  As I teach, preach or mentor 

other language groups, this will help me correct or 

straighten anything that is wrong.” 

Jino Gideon (Milne Bay), New Testament Introduction 
 

“This course really helped me as a Christian. When I look at the church there are many translations of the 

Bible – many versions in English, and in Tok Pisin, too – but because I took this course, I can now go straight 

to the original. In the Highlands, we grow coffee and there are middle men – factory buyers offer a different 

price to the middle men – but in this course, I can go straight to the original language that God used for the 

Bible – that is something else! I was very happy to come, and am looking forward to coming back to further 

training.”      Nathan Yowano (Eastern Highlands), Introduction to Hebrew  
 

Please pray... 
 

▪ That the training provided would enrich the students’ leadership within their churches 

▪ For families and communities supporting them in their studies 

▪ For sufficient funding to continue the various PILAT programmes 

         In the 
            spotlight 
 

 


