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Prayer points 
 

 

The Lord is near to all who call on 

him, to all who call on him in truth. 
   Psalm 145:18 
 

Prayer is a vital means for the 

Christian to remain close to God. 

    

Ministry 

 Praise God for the many ways in 

which He worked through the 

team visiting PNG. 
 

 We need to be sustained 

physically and mentally for the 

final busy days as we bring our 

work here to a close. 
 

 Pray for our senior staff as they 

take on more responsibility as 

the Centre is overseen by 

several temporary managers 

during our 6 months’ absence. 
 

 As we leave behind many 

relationships with PNG staff and 

others, pray that we handle that 

in a culturally appropriate way. 
 

     … [continued page 2] 

 

The final months of our first PNG assignment are certainly ending with 

a bang, rather than a whimper. A work team from our home church 

visited in August, and September has seen four speaking opportunities 

at a local school and for a church mission month. 
 

Our weakness, God’s strength... 
 

Months of planning for the work team from Willows Presbyterian Church, 

Townsville, came down to waiting for their travel documents to be processed 

in time for them to come. In the delay, the arrival date was pushed five days, 

and the team were greeted by our staff on Thursday August 18. 
 

Back in May, a Wycliffe translator had raised the possibility of assisting with a 

technical need they had – installation of a solar charged battery power supply 

system. Due to issues of staffing and not having a suitable location to erect the 

system, the equipment had been in storage for over a year. Now they were 

ready to proceed but for one thing…. someone with the electrical know-how to 

oversee the work. God is good indeed! Two men on our team had just the right 

set of skills and electrical trades experience for the task, but the delayed arrival 

left us with effectively only one day to  

pre-assemble much of the system and 

test for any problems. After applying 

the finishing touches and packing all of 

the equipment around 9pm Friday, we 

travelled to the Salamaua region by 

boat the following morning, installing 

the system in Laugui village under 

cloudy skies. 

Once the sun came out, the system 

proved to be working well and is now 

in use providing the translation team 

with an effective village work place. 
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    God works in mysterious ways... 
 

While at Salamaua we joined with 

the local church for the Sunday 

service, which turned out to be the 

conclusion of an annual gathering 

of Lutheran congregations from 

across the region. As such, there 

were a number of speeches and 

procedural matters (all in Tok Pisin) 

which continued as the sun crept 

overhead and our formerly shady 

seating area became quite warm. 
 

A ceremony handing responsibility 

for next year’s event over to 

another church parish concluded 

with traditional drums and dancing.  

Our visitors enjoyed that experience, but much of the morning was lost on 

us as we did not always understand the process. The Wycliffe translator 

shared by email the following week that it was very significant to the 

people that we attended their closing ceremony on Sunday morning.  A 

PNG co-worker said it helped the Lutheran leaders from the other coastal 

villages, which we do not have regular contact with to see that Wycliffe is 

not trying to start a church, but rather work with their church in equipping 

them with God’s word in their heart languages. 
 

Once again, God was working something wonderful through us simply 

following His leading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray... 
 Praise God that the access to a steady electricity supply will be a means 

for increasing the work that the Kala language team can undertake. 

 Pray for the relationship between Wycliffe and the local churches, that it 

may truly be a partnership in the gospel. (Phil 1:3-5) 

Prayer points 
 

 

Family 

 Hannah – that we be able to have 

some meaningful time with her 

around Christmas. 
 

 Elisabeth & Shawn – are looking 

forward to having us back in 

Townsville….. even if it means 

sharing their home (which used to 

be ours). 
 

 Elspeth’s mum is in good health. 

Pray that this continues as we visit 

before and after Christmas. 
 

 We will have Christmas with 

Keith’s parents and our family in 

Yamba, NSW. Pray that it be a 

time for rest in the midst of all our 

church visiting. 
 

Personal 

 Our last few weeks in Lae have 

been hard work, and in some 

ways it feels as if the break is 

coming at the right time. Pray that 

we can navigate the mixed 

emotions of leaving much behind 

while taking in all of the new 

experiences of coming ‘home’. 
 

Prayer points 

Kala translation team & families 

Furlough update… 
We still have several vacancies on 

various Sundays and during the 

week. We are looking for help with 

costs such as accommodation, travel 

and any other perceived needs as 

we connect with existing and new 

supporters. If you or your church 

group would like us to share our 

mission journey either in a formal 

setting or casually over a coffee or a 

meal, please email us at 

keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au 

mailto:keith-elspeth_campbell@wycliffe.org.au
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Willows work party... 

 

The visit exceeded our expectations… but then that is what we have come to 

expect from our great God! 
 

The majority of the intended renovations to the translator’s office and 

storeroom were completed, with Doug and Bruce seeing to the wall sheeting, a 

new ceiling and electrical work. We are currently painting and fitting out the 

area, and finishing off a small bathroom in an adjacent space where Sarah 

displayed her demolition skills. 
 

Robyn and Adele may have felt like sweatshop workers at times as they were 

kept busy sewing new curtains for the 16 windows in our guesthouse flats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The real blessing was how the team and our staff 

interacted – it is a credit to all concerned. Team 

members passed on sewing techniques and building 

tips, while our staff enjoyed teaching Tok Pisin and 

sharing aspects of their culture. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wreck-it-Ralph….. then Bob the Builder 

Yes… that’s a pig Doug is 
holding, and no… it wasn’t 
on the menu for the visit. 
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And your topic is... 
 

A visitor to our office one Thursday brought a formal letter advising us that Wycliffe Bible Translators would be 

providing the guest speaker to open Literacy Week at one of the larger Lae primary schools. It was notable that it was 

advising us – rather than inviting. It was also notable that the event was in four days time! A quick email to our 

linguistic and literacy experts established that they were already committed and it was too short a notification… and 

the opinion was that we would be quite capable of representing the organisation. 
 

A bit of online research later, with speech in hand, we trot off to Omili 

Primary School. The recent heavy rains had forced the cancellation of an 

entire school (2300 students and 55 staff) opening ceremony, so it was 

reduced to speaking with a Grade 8 class and several staff. The class 

were very attentive, and participated as needed. As we shared the story 

of illiterate adult women learning to read a Bible for the first time, one 

teacher had to wipe a tear from her eye. We were invited back to speak 

to other class groups that week, and encouraged to have future 

involvement in the school. 
 

Illiteracy is a very real issue in PNG. Though official figures state national 

literacy rates of around 70%, the reality reduces to 20% and less within 

certain rural areas, particularly amongst older adults and young women 

who missed the opportunity of formal education as children. As we work 

towards putting a Bible in the hands of every Papua New Guinean, we 

must also provide them with the ability to read and grow from it. 
 

View a video of the adult literacy class at www.youtube.com/watch?v=imsflF33ael 

 

Mission speakers... 
Speaking to a mission. that is, rather than about mission. 
 

One of the women from Elspeth’s Bible study group invited us 
to speak during their church’s Mission Month. The special 
gatherings are an opportunity for church members to invite 
people along to hear guest speakers, with a focus on presenting 
the Gospel. 
 

It was an open air gathering, with a temporary stage for the 
band and guest speakers. It was difficult to determine just how 
many people came to hear the music and talks, with groups 
sitting in the darkness at the edges of the large field. The 
organisers suggested that there were around 400 people in the 
crowd, including a large number of children in the front few 
rows. We presented in faltering Tok Pisin, and can only pray that 
the content of our talks provides people with a starting point for 
more targeted conversations with their friends and neighbours.  
 

Please Pray... 
 that we faithfully take every opportunity to share the Gospel  

 that PNG Christians be strong in living out their faith, often in 
difficult circumstances 
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